----- Origi nal Message-----

From Marie McCorm ck [mailto: mtcornm @sph. harvard. edu]
Sent: Wednesday, June 09, 2004 10:42 AM

To:

Subj ect: Re: new proof of autismand nmercury link

W reviewed this study in the recent OMreport. Dr. Hornig did a
presentation before the commttee. The text Is quoted bel ow

Dr. Hornig did a presentation before the conmttee. On p. 60 of the
report: "Although this nodel uses thinerosal and is possible nore

rel evant to the discussion at hand [i.e. of rodent nodels], it assunes
that autismis caused by an autoi mmune reaction. A previous section
[of the report] discussed the |ack of evidence of autoi mmne-nedi at ed
CNS danmge in the brains of autistic patients.

The rel evance of rodent nodels, including the three described
above, is difficult ot assess because the rodent "clinical" endpoints
may not reflect human ones, because there is linited understanding of
the etiology of autism and because the nethods used to cause changes
in the aninmals may bear no rel ationship to pathogenesis of the human
di sease. The conmittee accepts that under certain conditions,
infections and heavy netal s, including thinerosal, can injur the
nervous system These rodent nodels are useful for understanding sonme
of the processes by which these exogenous agents nay exert their
damage. However, the connection between these nodels and autismis
t heoretical ."



