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Are US flu death
figures more PR
than science?
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26006 Americans annually die from fla.
What bs going on?
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Wational  Cerster ﬁn Health Smﬂsﬁcs
(NCHS), “indh " ook
G234 lives bn 200 I—bl FIT of wkﬁci:ﬁ were

1412
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in only T8 cases was flu vives p iders
dfied. Benveen 1079 and 2002, NCHS data
show an sverage 1548 fu deaths per yese
{range 257 to 3006)
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Tre 3 weritteny staternent, O moedia velae
rons resporsded w the diverse statlstics:
Flipieally, rdhuenes canses death when the
infection leads to severe medisal complica.
tone” And as most such oises “are never
resteed for iy dfeotion . DR covsiders
these [NCHS] fgaees w be a very substan.
tial undercownting of the wae munber of
deatts from bdinenzs, Therefors, the CDC
wses indirect modelling methods 1o estimate
the number of deaths awsodated with
infhuergal

DO mwodel cleulted an avege
axwnal 36 188 deaths frore nuenes assocl.
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Be publicly coreected.

Before 2003 ODO suid thay 20000
inflengaassociated deaths accurred each
vear. The new figure of 36 (00 reported in
the fanuary 2003 JAMA paper is an estimate
of mfuenm-associted mortadity over the
1a0ds. Kegl Fakoda, a fla resenrcher ad a
comanithor of the paper, has been quoted s
offering two possible conses for this B0%
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Flowever, the popubtion grew
Just 199 between 1960 wnd S000. And ¥ fin
wirns was truly more vimlent over the 1080,
e would more deaths. But fh
demths vocovded by the NCHS were an aver
ape 30% fooow s tee 19008 than the 1980x,

Iy 1, the Flu Protecion Act of 2005
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Vet this bill obscores the fagt dhar CDC bs
alresddy working in manufichurery nterest
by conducting campalgne o horease flu
waccination At the 2004 “National Tofluenza
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Preo the semmit, dermand had
beer low early o the 2003 fu season. At
that poing, the masufactrers were telling us
that they weren't recaiving a lot of orders for
waccloe for wse I Movember or even
Trecerber)” recalied D Nowak on Natienal
Public Radio ‘B weally did fook like we
needed 1o do something to encourage peo-
plhe to get a fu shot”

T fhu i s face not a rosjor canse of death,
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cﬁ? biased. Until corvected and  woil
unbiased  statlstics e developed, the
chiances for sounsd disonsdon and public
health poticy are Bmived.
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